Bon Air Baptist Church 2021 Advent Devotional

On This Very Christmas Night

Advent is the time when we prepare our hearts for the celebration of
the birth of Jesus. We hope that this 2021 Advent devotional book,
comprised of devotions written by members
of the Buford Road Campus writing group called WriteWell,
and a devotion written by our Lead Pastor, Tom Stocks,
will be meaningful to you.
The theme of our book, On This Very Christmas Night,
is expressed through the song, “Christmas Canon.”
Made popular by the Trans-Siberian Orchestra,
this song combines Johann Pachelbel’s “Canon in D Major”
with Christmas lyrics sung by beautiful children’s voices.   

Merry Christmas
The joy that He brings
This night we pray our lives will show
This dream He had each child still knows
We are waiting...we have not forgotten
On this very Christmas night.
Find a YouTube version of this song and listen to it.
(Or let us send you a link.) As you listen, remember the love and joy
you have because Jesus is Immanuel, God with us. Pray that your life
reflects His love for every person, a dream even a child understands.
Finally, remember that when you celebrate on Christmas,
you also wait in hope and expectation for His return
at the appointed time. You have not forgotten.   

Merry Christmas!
WriteWell Group

WEEK ONE

Repentance

November 28, 2021 ~ Zachary Scanlan

But God demonstrates his own love for
us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8
“Well, hate the sin love the sinner.”
– line from the song
“The Room Where It Happens”
from Hamilton
Even though this quote is not actually found in the Bible, I like
to think God also hates the sin but loves the sinner. Everybody
sins, but that doesn’t make them a bad person because everybody makes mistakes, both big and small. The key is to ask for
forgiveness when you realize you’ve done wrong and know you
should repent. Even though Christ died for our sins, we still need
to acknowledge when we have strayed, and prayer is the means
to ask for this forgiveness. We need to demonstrate our love for
God through prayer and striving not to sin, so His sacrifice is not
in vain.

Reflect & Discuss
1. What are some ways you have repented?
2. Think of a recent sin and ask God for forgiveness.
3. Have you recently thanked Christ for dying for your sins?

four

Anne Burgess ~ November 29, 2021

Showing

For God did not appoint us to suffer
wrath but to receive salvation through
our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Thessalonians 5:9
Four months ago, sweet friends said
good-bye to their 14- year-old adopted
daughter. She was afflicted with a rare disease, unknown at
the time of her adoption at age 7. Her affliction was and still
is showing others God’s love in a way that never caught
attention previously.
Health is a blessing we take for granted. Her disease taught
others to draw away from sin and away from this world to
salvation in Christ Jesus. It was a hard road she and her family
traveled, but Mom and Dad are thankful it was like God’s
medicine to others. What a witness she was to her doctors,
nurses, and others until she left this earth.

Reflect & Discuss
1. Could you say thank you for an affliction? An affliction is defined as
something that causes pain or suffering.
2. Would you be more concerned of others and their need for salvation
than your own pain or suffering?
3. Pray, “Lord, keep my heart grateful for whatever comes my way.
Allow me to show others YOU.”

five

Yield

November 30, 2021 ~ Patt Scanlan

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways submit to him, and he will make
your paths straight. Proverbs 3:5–6
“I don’t have to listen to you! You’re not
the boss of me!” Children often make such
declarations when told what to do or how to act. Adults may not
utter the words aloud but often think them silently. The thought
of submitting to someone else or the feeling of not being in
control of our actions can be frightening and even provoke anger
at times. Rightly so perhaps, when dealing with family, friends,
or even the police or your boss if our well-being or rights are not
foremost in their minds. However, when it comes to the true
Sovereign, our Supreme Maker, God Almighty, why are we so
stubborn and afraid to yield? God always wants what is best for
us, cares for us, and offers us grace we don’t deserve. We need
His guidance and love more than ever, so we need to practice
trusting in God’s perfect plan for us and submitting all our ways
to Him.

Reflect & Discuss
1. What is preventing you from yielding to God?
2. Is it easier to think of it as yielding instead of submitting?
3. Think of a time you didn’t submit to God and chose to follow
your own path. What was the result?

six

Olubunmi Adeegbe ~ December 1, 2021

Truth

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and
will forgive us our sins and purify us from
all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8–9
The hardest truth someone will ever face
is the truth about himself/herself.
We have a Saviour whose name is Jesus. He is faithful, just,
and forgiving, but the conditional clause is “if we confess.”
Confession is when we get honest with ourselves and with God.
If we claim we have never sinned, we are liars. Sin came into the
world through Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, and since
then we live in sin until we come to know Jesus and accept Him
into our lives as our Savior. Be truthful and accept Him into your
life, and the Lord will bless you as you do so.

Reflect & Discuss
1. Do you agree that the hardest truth someone will ever face is the truth
about himself/herself? Why or why not?
2. Do you deny or excuse away your sinfulness?
3. How might your life reflect your gratitude for God’s forgiveness and love?

seven

Walkabouts

December 2, 2021 ~ Katie Stevens

For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weakness,
but we have one who has been tempted
in every way, just as we are — yet was
without sin. Hebrews 4:15
In Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird,
Atticus Finch explained to his young daughter Scout, “You never
really understand a person until you consider things from his point
of view—until you climb inside his skin and walk around in it.”
The 1930’s Mississippi small-town setting of a trial of a black man
accused of attacking a white woman was fraught with racial and
social tension. Emotions ran high, folks jumped to conclusions
based on their prejudices, innocent people suffered. Sound
familiar to our current world? Atticus, the story’s protagonist,
gently, patiently taught his child compassion and fairness by
stressing the importance of considering points of view of others.
Paul, in his letter to the Hebrews, reminds us that because Christ
took on human form, He does sympathize with our distressing
emotions, yet will always be loving and fair with us.
Reflect & Discuss
1. Can we accept Christ’s gift of grace and empathy?
2. What do we need to do to understand others’ viewpoints?
3. How can we, in turn, share God’s grace with all others?

eight

Deborah Upton ~ December 3, 2021

Spring

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks
this water will be thirsty again, but whoever
drinks the water I give them will never
thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will
become in them a spring of water welling
up to eternal life.”
John 4:13–14
Cows. Fresh milk. Kerosene lamps. No electricity or indoor
plumbing. Heaven for a young girl who romanticized living in
Uncle Aubrey and Aunt Mary’s 1800s farmhouse!
I was fascinated by the house, especially by a storeroom of red
clay. In this room, milk, butter, and perishables were stored.
Fortunately, a spring ran through it, and it cooled the room to
a surprisingly low temperature.
Jesus talks about a spring of water, one that gives life! His spring
consists of cool, running water which bubbles up to fill our
emptiness, heal our brokenness, and save our souls. Thirsty?
You want to drink from His spring of life!
Reflect & Discuss
1. Have you ever experienced dehydration or been truly thirsty? How
did you feel about water then?
2. How has Jesus filled your emptiness and healed your brokenness?
3. Imagine you are satisfying the thirst of your soul as you take a long
drink of water. Will you say a prayer of thanksgiving to God?

nine

Refuge

December 4, 2021 ~ Melanie Green

I love you, Lord, my strength. The Lord is
my rock, my fortress and my deliverer. My
God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my
shield and the horn of my salvation, my
stronghold. Psalm 18:1–2
The stormy night buffeted the car,
threatening to wash it from the road. Trying to see through the
slashing rain, I strained to find where I could safely pull off the
road. I prayed that God would lead me to a place that would
shelter me. Suddenly, lightning lit up the sky revealing an
underpass. Slowly the car creeped closer until I was covered
by the bridge. The rain stopped, and the wind died down.
I could now see that though the storm continued to rage,
God had already prepared and provided just what I needed.

Reflect & Discuss
1. Think of a time God answered your prayer in that moment.
2. Think of a time when the answer to your prayer was delayed.
3. Think of a time where the answer to your prayer could only
be understood looking back.

ten

WEEK TWO

Dark

December 5, 2021 ~ Patt Scanlan

The people walking in darkness have seen
a great light; on those living in the land of
deep darkness a light has dawned.
Isaiah 9:2
Were you ever afraid of the dark? Darkness
can be scary, especially when you can’t see
at all. You could run into something, stumble, or even fall. You
can’t see what might be coming for you, what evil might await
you. What a relief it is when you find a light switch, a flashlight,
or a candle and can see again.
Throughout the Bible, Jesus is often referred to as the light,
and what a perfect metaphor that is. We are blinded by sin
and travel in darkness until we accept Jesus as our Savior. He
opens our eyes to beauty and love and leads us on the path
to righteousness. He is our guiding light. The Son has risen!

Reflect & Discuss
1. Have a flashlight handy, and turn off all light sources.
Wait a few moments, and then turn on your flashlight.
2. How did it feel not being able to see?
3. What did you feel when you turned on the light?

twelve

Buddy Burgess ~ December 6, 2021

Preparation

“Every valley shall be raised up, every
mountain and hill made low; the rough
ground shall become level, the rugged
places a plain. And the glory of the Lord
will be revealed, and all people will see it
together. For the mouth of the Lord has
spoken.” Isaiah 40:4–5
When the POTUS travels, every means of preparation is taken
for his security. Streets and highways are closed and cleared
along the route to be traveled. Eastern monarchs during biblical
times sent heralds before them in a journey to clear away
obstacles, make causeways over valleys, and level hills.
Through Isaiah and other prophets God was preparing the
way for the coming Messiah, born as a babe. John the Baptizer
prepared the way for His ministry.
At the Lord’s appearance, nature submits to His will. He removes
all obstacles and prepares a road by which the royal procession
advances in the establishment of the Kingdom.
Reflect & Discuss
1. How are you preparing the way for Christ?
2. Can you feel His Kingdom getting closer?
3. What do you think “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven” means during these times?

thirteen

Unconditional

December 7, 2021 ~ Patt Scanlan

This is love: not that we loved God, but
that he loved us and sent his Son as an
atoning sacrifice for our sins. 1 John 4:10
Unconditional love = love with no strings
attached. It is love offered without
expecting anything in return. We often
think of this type of love as familial love, like the love of a
parent for their child, and we hope for it in romantic relationships.
As humans, we often don’t truly love unconditionally because
we do place conditions on the love we give. But God does. In
fact, He loves us so much, He sent His Son to wash away our
sins, free of charge, and all we have to do is accept it. Accept
Jesus as our Savior, and accept God’s love, and we are saved.

Reflect & Discuss
1. What are some ways God shows us love?
2. How can we show unconditional love to God?
3. What does unconditional love mean to you?

fourteen

Sharon McCauley ~ December 8, 2021

Sparkle

For God, who said, “Let light shine
out of darkness,” made his light shine
in our hearts to give us the light of the
knowledge of God’s glory displayed in
the face of Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:6
“Look, Mommy, I filled it myself!” a child
exclaims while balancing an overflowing cup. “Whee!” she shouts
as she spins in a circle, splashing water everywhere. I know...
what a mess! But imagine if we are like that full cup wherever we
walk, we’d splash a little of Jesus. What if we spin in a circle, arms
raised high? We’d create a splash zone of light, drawing people
to God.
God spoke light into existence when creating the world.
We have his light shining in our hearts because of baby Jesus.
Let your inner sparkle from the Father of lights penetrate the
dark crevices wherever you may go.

Reflect & Discuss
1. How can your light for Jesus sparkle this week?
2. How can it sparkle in the new year?
3. What can you do that’s childlike? Make a gingerbread church,
paint a rock, or use sidewalk chalk to say, “Happy Birthday, Jesus!”

fifteen

Little

December 9, 2021 ~ Buddy Burgess

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though
you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me one who will
be ruler over Israel.” Micah 5:2
One college baseball coach told my son,
“We don’t look at players less than 6 feet.”
He is 5‘6”. Jose Altuve is a second baseman for the Houston
Astros. He is a 7× All-Star, World Series champion and AL MVP.
Oh, and he is 5’6”.
In our focus verse other translations say, “Too little to be among”
or “though you are too small” referring to Bethlehem. Yet, it was
in that “Little Town of Bethlehem” that our Savior was born,
coming not as a conquering warrior or ruling monarch, but as
a tiny babe.
What can a 5’6” baseball player do? He can help win a World
Series. What can a baby do to save a soul? He can become a
man and save the souls of His beloved people as Christ did.

Reflect & Discuss
1. Think you’re too insignificant to serve God? Think again.
2. Find a new way to serve God in the church.
3. In Christ’s eyes you and your contributions are not “too little.”

sixteen

Katie Stevens ~ December 10, 2021

Hallelujah

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on
me, because the Lord has anointed me
to preach news to the poor. He has sent
me to bind up the broken-hearted, to
proclaim freedom for the captives and
release from darkness for the prisoners.
Isaiah 61:1
Whenever I am discouraged or afraid — for myself, my family,
even my country and those suffering around the world — I have
found comfort in reading from the Old Testament book of Isaiah.
Much of the music from Handel’s Messiah was inspired by Isaiah’s
words. And who has not felt uplifted, jubilant after singing the
“Hallelujah” chorus!
Isaiah had a vision, a dream that in spite of the human weakness
and injustice that he saw all around him and of the impending
threat of danger from the Assyrian nation, his God had a special
covenant with His people and would protect those who trusted
in Him. He committed his life to preaching this message of hope
and encouragement to the broken-hearted, the captives, and the
prisoners, something we have all been at some time in our lives.
Reflect & Discuss
1. How will our faith in Isaiah’s dream of God’s protection change
the way we live?
2. Will we commit our lives to obey and trust Him?
3. Will we pray for our broken hearts to be healed and freed
from bondage?

seventeen

Name

December 11, 2021 ~ Deborah Upton

“She will give birth to a son, and you are
to give him the name Jesus, because he
will save his people from their sins.”
Matthew 1:21
Names are important. When John and I
were expecting our first child, we often
talked about names. We chose a beautiful girl’s name, but we
could not settle on a boy’s name. As the due date approached,
I wondered what would happen. Would we look at our baby
and come up with a name we both loved? Actually, that is
exactly what happened. When we saw our baby boy, we chose
John (Yahweh is gracious) Christopher (Christ-bearer) as our
son’s name.
Mary and Joseph had a different situation entirely. The name
for their child was already chosen. And what a marvelous
name it was! Jesus or Yeshua, meaning Yahweh saves, was
exactly the right name for the Savior of mankind whose birth
we soon celebrate.

Reflect & Discuss
1. Does your name have special meaning?
2. What does the name Jesus or Yeshua mean to you?
3. Hold a candy cane as a “J” or draw a “J” to remind you of the
perfect name of Jesus, God saves.

eighteen

WEEK THREE

Peace

December 12, 2021 ~ Melanie Green

For unto us a child is born, to us a son is
given, and the government will be upon his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6
The gift of peace is a precious thing until it
slips away. How do you find it again?
Sonya was washing dishes when the phone rang. Drying her
hands, she answered. Her son Daniel was crying. “You need to
come to the hospital. It’s Missy.” Grabbing her keys, she headed
out. When she arrived, Daniel fell into her arms sobbing. He and
his sister had gone to the lake taking turns diving off the floating
pier, only Missy never surfaced. Shortly after, the doctor came
and told them she didn’t make it. They left feeling numb and
their sense of peace was gone. Days later, she heard the song,
“Prince of Peace.” Her soul felt a touch of His peace take hold.

Reflect & Discuss
1. Describe an event where you felt His peace.
2. Describe an occasion when His peace was harder to feel.
3. Pray, “Thank you, Father, for pouring your peace into my life.”

twenty

Buddy Burgess ~ December 13, 2021

Cornerstone

“Jesus is ‘the stone you builders rejected,
which has become the cornerstone.’
Salvation is found in no one else, for
there is no other name under heaven
given to mankind by which we must
be saved.” Acts 4:11-12
Are you familiar with the game Jenga? Players take turns
removing one block at a time from a tower constructed of 54
blocks. Each block removed is then placed on top of the tower,
creating a progressively more unstable structure. The game ends
when any portion of the tower collapses, caused by either the
removal of a block or its new placement.
The key is keeping a foundational block in place to give support.
You might say that block is like a cornerstone. The Bible describes
Jesus as the cornerstone that His church would be built upon.
He is foundational. As the cornerstone of the building of the
church, Jesus is our standard of measure and alignment.

Reflect & Discuss
1. What does it mean that Jesus Christ is the cornerstone?
2. How can people reject God’s chosen, precious cornerstone?
3. Read Luke 6:46-49. How do these verses relate to Jesus
as the Cornerstone?

twenty-one

Recognition

December 14, 2021 ~ Buddy Burgess

The true light that gives light to everyone
was coming into the world. He was in the
world, and though the world was made
through him, the world did not recognize
him. John 1:9-10
In 1947, country music legend Hank
Williams wrote one of his most popular songs, “I Saw the Light.”
It became a country gospel standard. The lyrics of the first
verse are:
I wandered so aimless, life filled with sin
I wouldn’t let my dear Savior in
Then Jesus came like a stranger in the night
Praise the Lord I saw the light.
Today, and since the first sin was committed, many walk in the
darkness of sin. Then God sent THE Light, like a stranger in the
night, in the form of a baby laid in a manger into a dark world.
Yet, many still turn their back on this Light and continue to
wander aimlessly in a world darkened by sin.
Reflect & Discuss
1. Pray that during this season of Advent, many will see the Light
(not the lights) of Christmas.
2. When you do look at Christmas lights, remember the true
Light of the world.
3. Let Christ’s light shine through you this Christmas and
throughout the year.

twenty-two

Zachary Scanlan ~ December 15, 2021

Gift

For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith — and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God
— not by works, so that no one can
boast. Ephesians 2:8–9
Christmas is coming up, which means
lots of gifts, but we should be thankful and grateful that God
gave us the best gift of all, eternal salvation. Unlike most gifts,
this one has no strings attached.
Try to live your best life every day and follow God’s word.
God sacrificed His only Son to wash away our sins, and it’s
the greatest gift we could ever receive. We will not forget
this wonderful present and should try to live Christ-like lives
to the fullest to show our thanks.

Reflect & Discuss
1. How do you show thanks to God for His many gifts to you?
2. What does grace mean to you?
3. How do you picture the gift of Heaven?

twenty-three

Jesus

December 16, 2021 ~ Olubunmi Adeegbe

But when the set time had fully come, God
sent his Son, born of a woman, born under
the law, to redeem those under the law,
that we might receive adoption to sonship.
Galatians 4:4–5
The birth of Jesus is unique among all other
births in human history. Before His birth, Jesus already existed.
God planned the time that Jesus would come into the world,
and, just like you and me, He was born of a woman.
Jesus came to save us from our sins. He came to set us free from
the curse of the law, to redeem us born under the law, so we can
be adopted as God’s sons and daughters.
The season of Advent celebrates the birth of Jesus but also
anticipates the return of Jesus. We look forward to His return
with confidence because He is in control.

Reflect & Discuss
1. What does it mean to you to be a son or daughter of God?
2. What can you do to celebrate the birth of Jesus AND His return?
3. If you are a part of God’s family, thank the Lord you have been
redeemed. If not, what are you waiting for?

twenty-four

Anne Burgess ~ December 17, 2021

Waiting

They were looking intently up into the
sky as he was going, when suddenly two
men dressed in white stood beside them.
“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do
you stand here looking into the sky?
This same Jesus, who has been taken
from you into heaven, will come back in
the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” Acts 1:10–11
One late afternoon, driving home with our two young children,
I overheard, “There’s his feet.” Huh? I thought. I asked,
“Whose feet?” “Right there, Mom,” as she pointed into the sky.
I stopped on the shoulder of the road, turned around, and asked
again. “Mom, right there, it’s JESUS’ feet.” In the sky, there was
a cloud, with two clouds below it resembling feet! She asked,
“Is HE coming now?” I reassured her, that yes, one day HE is
returning. We are promised that in the Bible. Until that time we
must ask his helper, the Holy Spirit, to be with us and help us.

Reflect & Discuss
1. How does the Holy Spirit guide you?
2. Are you comforted knowing that Jesus is coming back?
3. Pray, “Lord, remind us that YOUR feet are waiting to return to us.”

twenty-five

Saved

December 18, 2021 ~ Sharon McCauley

He saved us, not because of righteous
things we had done, but because of his
mercy. He saved us through the washing
of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.
Titus 3:5
A life preserver can save a person struggling
in the crashing waves. Life can crash down on us, but we have
a savior, our Jesus. We are saved not because we’re “good” or
do good things, but simply because of his mercy. I wonder, did
Jesus’ family comprehend the magnitude of his saving grace
and mercy when they looked into his infant eyes?
As believers the Holy Spirit is our companion, prompting and
guiding us towards Christ-like lives. I’ve experienced the Spirit
in a variety of ways—a nudge, a thought, a voice and even the
2x4 method when I get hit in the head to knock some sense
into me when I’m stubborn!

Reflect & Discuss
1. Are you stubborn and unyielding to the guidance of the Holy Spirit?
2. Have you forgotten to be still and listen?
Do you hear the Spirit and obey?
3. Let the Spirit wash and renew you. We are waiting...
we have not forgotten.

twenty-six

WEEK FOUR

Shine

December 19, 2021 ~ Buddy Burgess

“Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.”
Isaiah 60:1
“Shine, Jesus, Shine” is a popular praise
worship song by Graham Kendrick.
The first stanza goes like this:
Lord, the light of your love is shining
In the midst of the darkness, shining
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us
Set us free by the truth you now bring us
Shine on me, shine on me
When I enter a dark room I immediately look for the light switch.
I’m uncomfortable in the dark. My mind imagines all kinds of
spooks. And I’m also afraid I’ll stub my toe on something. I feel
safer in the light.
Jesus was born into a world darkened by sin. The Gospel of John
tells us Jesus is THE Light of the world.
Reflect & Discuss
1. Read and reflect on John 8:12, 9:5 and Isaiah 50:10-11.
2. What do you do when you enter a dark room?
What are you doing in a world darkened by sin?
3. Read Matthew 5:14. Think of ways you can be a light for Christ
in this dark world in the coming year.

twenty-eight

Katie Stevens ~ December 20, 2021

Presents!

And she gave birth to her first born, a son.
She wrapped him in cloths and placed him
in a manger, because there was no room
for them in the inn. Luke 2:7
When my children were growing up, we
always knew when the Christmas spirit
had descended on our home. From random places we would
hear the youngest child, Vaughan, singing in his child-like voice,
“On this night, on this night on this very Christmas night!” His
joy was infectious. Decorating began, gift lists were made,
family gatherings were planned. His siblings’ pleas for him to be
quiet soon followed. Even so, this song reminded us all of the
importance of Christmas, of Mary’s most precious gift to us, the
birth of God’s Son, Jesus.

Reflect & Discuss
1. As we decorate our homes and wrap our presents, how can we be
mindful of Jesus’ lowly birth in a manger?
2. In what ways can we make room for Jesus in our hearts this season
and all year long?
3. How can we show our gratitude, our joy for the gift of Jesus?

twenty-nine

Joy

December 21, 2021 ~ Deborah Upton

An angel of the Lord appeared to them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.
I bring you good news that will cause
great joy for all the people.” Luke 2:9–10
Christmas joy is a treasure. It comes as the outflow of anticipation
for all that we experience during Advent. As we look forward to
special worship services, decorate our homes to remember the
birth of Jesus, plan activities that bless others and bring family,
friends, and neighbors together in meaningful ways, we experience
Christmas joy!
We must not forget the source of our Christmas joy. The angel
of the Lord, appearing to terrified shepherds, brought news of
great JOY for everyone, and that news was JESUS! Jesus, Son
of God and Savior of mankind, was born. Now that’s something
to celebrate. It’s Christmas joy!

Reflect & Discuss
1. What are three things that bring you Christmas joy?
2. How does the joy you experience during Advent bring honor to God?
3. What can you do to bring Christmas joy to someone else today?

thirty

Sharon McCauley ~ December 22, 2021

Suddenly!

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly
host appeared with the angel, praising
God and saying, “Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace
to those on whom his favor rests.”
Luke 2:13–14
The shepherds were doing their thing in the field, when suddenly,
like BAM, the heavens opened, and they got a glimpse of heaven!
Was it frightening, thrilling, joyous for them? The veil separating
heaven pulled back for a moment, joy overflowed down to earth,
and God was praised on Jesus’ birth!
Have you ever been puttering along in life and suddenly...you fill
in the blank. For me, December has joys with sorrows; my mother
and mother-in-law were both born and passed in this month.
Those sudden, slam-on-the-breaks moments and the amazing,
shout-from-the-mountains times shape us into, well, us! I choose
joy, to shout along with heaven.

Reflect & Discuss
1. How would you depict the joy heaven felt at our Savior’s birth?
Picture it in your mind, draw it, write it down, or share with someone.
2. How do you cry out with joy?
3. How can you share your joy with others?

thirty-one

Provision

December 23, 2021 ~ Melanie Green

Because of the Lord’s great love we
are not consumed for His compassions
never fail. Lamentations 3:22
How will I get Mary safely to Bethlehem,
Joseph wondered. The time was drawing
near when the baby would be born. It was
going to be a long journey over rough terrain. He did his best
to make her comfortable on the donkey. As they approached
Bethlehem, the size of the crowd was overwhelming. People
from everywhere had come to register for this census. It was
their ancestral home. They arrived at dusk. The temperature was
dropping. They went from inn to inn, but there were no rooms
available. At the very last one, the innkeeper pointed out the
stable. Wearily, they made their way and discovered it was warm
inside. Joseph quickly made a bed of straw, and not long after,
Jesus was born. God had provided each step of the way right to
the stable where our savior was born.

Reflect & Discuss
1. Think of a time when God provided for you in that moment.
2. Think of a time when God’s provision was delayed.
3. Think of an occasion when God’s provision was met through someone else.

thirty-two

Sharon McCauley ~ December 24, 2021

Word!

The Word became flesh and made
his dwelling among us. We have seen
his glory; the glory of the one and only
Son, who came from the Father full of
grace and truth. John 1:14
“Word!” In slang it means one agrees,
or it’s the truth. So, word = truth. Interesting that slang mimics
the Bible where Jesus is referred to as the Word.
On this very Christmas night, we celebrate Jesus’ birth that
changed everything! When the Word, Jesus, became flesh
coming to earth to live among us, the prophecies of a Savior
to be born fully human, fully divine, literally come to life before
the eyes of Mary and Joseph. Jesus’ glory, the one and only
Son of God is magnificent! All of creation couldn’t hide its
exuberance. The angels’ Hallelujahs filled the heavens!

Reflect & Discuss
1. How will you celebrate Jesus’ birth? Participate in a worship service,
light a candle, draw a picture, dance, pray?
2. Traditions help us remember special events.
Is there a new tradition you want to start?
3. Listen to “Christmas Canon,” the theme of this devotion book,
finding joy in simple things and being with the Word!

thirty-three

Tears

December 25, 2021 ~ Tom Stocks

For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life. John 3:16
All over the world at this moment, whether
people know Jesus as their Lord and Savior
or not, they are feeling overwhelmed. If they have received
gifts from people who love them, there is a sense of gratitude
and humbleness. I know at this moment I am overcome with
the gifts that have been shared in love with me. I feel a deep
sense of humility and unworthiness of the love I feel from others
represented in the gifts received. Then I remember the gift
above all gifts given to me in spite of all the reasons I may give
someone not to love me…the gift of Jesus Christ. The gift of an
abundant life here on earth filled with peace, love, joy and hope
AND eternal life with God in heaven when I take my last breath.
I have but one response, tears. Tears of joy, humility and gratitude
beyond words.

Reflect & Discuss
1. What are you feeling today?
2. Do you feel worthy of all you have received?
3. How will you respond?

thirty-four

Merry Christmas
The joy that He brings
This night we pray our lives will show
This dream He had each child still knows
We are waiting...we have not forgotten
On this very Christmas night.
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