LEGACY STEPS

What family heirloom means the most to you?
What makes it so important?

DATE

CALLED TO

GENEROSITY
As you’ve worked your way down the initial steps of The Legacy Journey,
you’ve learned that it’s okay to build wealth. But you also need to
understand one more thing before the study ends: The wealth you build
needs to make a difference in the world.

Sure, you can have some fun with what you’ve accumulated. But if you’re
only living for yourself, you’ve missed the point—badly. God has placed you
in a world filled with needs, and He wants you to use His resources (your
wealth) to meet some of those needs.
Dave often says you need to live like no one else so you can live—and give—
like no one else. In Called to Generosity, he explains how such a
commitment to generous giving fits into your legacy journey.

Principles for Generous Giving
Giving is a hallmark
character quality of those
who win with money.

The key to having an enduring legacy is to practice
generous
throughout your life.
We were made in the
and He is a giver.

Giving is the antidote
for selfishness.

Giving is an
God’s people.

of God—

for

—— DAVE RAMSEY

Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him
labor, working with his hands what is good, that he
may have something to give him who has need.
—EPHESIANS
—
4:28

The Lord will give
grace and glory; no
good thing will He
withhold from those
who walk uprightly.
—PSALM
—
84:11
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Giving should be
a spectacle.

, not
Do all the good you can,
and make as little fuss
about it as possible.

But when you give to the needy, do not let your left
hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your
giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees
what is done in secret, will reward you.

—CHARLES
—
DICKENS

Make all you can, save
all you can, give all
you can.

—MATTHEW
—
6:3–4 (NIV)

—JOHN
—
WESLEY

Giving should include your
treasure and talents.
Giving is the most
with money.

,

you can have

Delight yourself also in
the Lord, and He shall
give you the desires of
your heart.

God loves a cheerful giver.
—2
— CORINTHIANS 9:7

—PSALM
—
37:4

Giving unlocks your full

.
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Challenges to Generous Giving
There are voices in the world who believe we
should give
we have away.
Instead, we should practice the
method.
God has given us two
hands—one to receive
with and the other
to give with. We are
not cisterns made
for hoarding; we
are channels made
for sharing.
—BILLY
—
GRAHAM

Your legacy of giving cannot outlive you if you
the golden goose.
Unless God has directly called you to do it,
giving everything away may be simply
your role as manager
to someone else.
You will be

.

Don’t buy the lie that says you have to “give

.”

Processes for Generous Giving

Your giving is an
investment in the kingdom.
That’s the most important
investment there is!

Extra giving enters your plan once you reach
Baby Step
, but the tithe should be part of the
plan all along.
Commit to
with your giving.
Remember that you are the
not the
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,
.

Let your
influence your giving.

and

ANSWER KEY

Always ask, “Is this a good use of God’s resources, or
am I
God’s resources?”

Sowing and Reaping
Sowing and reaping is a biblical principle for
a lasting
.

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread
for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing
and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be
enriched in every way to be generous in every way.
—2
— CORINTHIANS 9:10–11 (ESV)

We are blessed to be a

ONE-MINUTE TAKEAWAY

.

What’s the most valuable thing you learned in this
lesson? How can this affect your legacy journey?

GIVING
IMAGE
EXPECTATION
PRIVATE
TIME
FUN
POTENTIAL
EVERYTHING
DISPLACEMENT
KILL
SURRENDERING

MISUNDERSTOOD
BACK
3
DUE DILIGENCE
MANAGER
OWNER
PASSIONS
VALUES
WASTING
LEGACY
BLESSING

Personal Reflections
True life-change involves carefully thinking through the material you’ve heard—and the
reflection questions are a great tool for making that happen. Take some time to respond to
the following questions. Be honest in your answers!
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1

The Bible clearly shows that God is a giver. What are some big things God has
given you? How do those gifts affect your life each day?

2

Genuine stewardship includes making good use of your time and talents. How
are you using those resources for God’s glory? What are future generations
learning from your generosity?

3

Generosity really is the key to establishing a lasting legacy. Why is it
important to make sure your legacy outlives you? As you reflect on this study,
what steps will you take to make it happen?
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Completing Your Legacy Box
Your legacy involves more than organizing your life. It includes putting your family in the
best position to expand your family’s legacy in the future. Completing your Legacy Box says
“I love you” and gives those you love the tools to handle wealth effectively after you’re gone.

Examine Your Giving
Dave emphasized that your giving above the tithe should be guided by your
passions and core values, along with research and due diligence. This week,
examine your giving and how it aligns with what you believe is important.
Identify some organizations you could support—and some you might need to
stop supporting. Determine how you will put this new plan into action.
Wrap It Up
Based on what you have learned, make sure everything you need is now in
your Legacy Box. Use the Executive Summary form to create an organized
list of the box’s contents. If you’re missing something, fill that gap. Develop a
plan with your spouse or accountability partner for regularly evaluating and
updating the contents. Also, determine how you will share the contents with
those who need that information. Make sure they also know about the copy
filed in the safe deposit box and any additional electronic/digital versions you
create. Continue to update your Safety Deposit Log as you revise the contents
of your box.

Things you should have already added to your Legacy Box:
Build your zero-based budget
Collect key documents
Organize your investing information
Collect all of your insurance policies
Collect your tax returns from the past two years
Begin writing your Legacy Letters
Get a will!
Organize your Legacy Box
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This Lesson’s Homework
Personal finance is 20% head knowledge and 80% behavior. So take what you’ve learned
in today’s lesson and put it into practice this week. Be sure to work with your spouse or
accountability partner where noted!

Examine Your Barns
Answer the personal reflection questions from this lesson’s Activity
Worksheet to determine if you’re using your money to honor God or to build
bigger barns for yourself. Talk about your answers with your spouse or
accountability partner and reflect on any life changes you need to make.
Don’t Cook Your Goose
In your legacy journey, you’ll need to spend time thinking about your “goose”
(your wealth) and the golden eggs it lays. This week, identify ways you are
using your wealth—including your time and talents—to help others. Evaluate
where you are building a legacy effectively and where you can improve.
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Activity Worksheet
When you were in school, it was always nice to get a little help with your homework. We
understand that, so we’ve provided some help. Use this worksheet to guide your thinking as
you complete the homework assignment for this week.

Exercise: Examine Your Barns
The Parable of the Barns in Luke 12:13–21 reminds us that we are called to
manage God’s resources wisely, not build monuments to ourselves. Reflect on
these questions to determine if you’re honoring God with your money or just
building bigger barns.
1. Take a look at your zero-based budget. What categories get the most money?
What does that tell you about your barns?

2. What are some things in your life that demand bigger barns? How do you deal
with those areas?
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HOMEWORK EXERCISE WORKSHEET

3. When was the last time God told you to use your money to do something for
Him that felt extravagant? How did you respond?

4. Think about your giving. Would you describe yourself as a “hilarious” giver? If
not, what word would you use to describe your attitude toward giving?
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5

WAYS GENEROSITY
IMPROVES YOUR LIFE
For centuries, the Sea of Galilee has served as a
3
source of life. During His time on earth, Jesus based
much of His ministry in the towns surrounding the
sea. Some of His disciples even worked the area as
fishermen before they left their nets to follow Him.
A few miles downstream, the
Jordan River empties into one of
the planet’s harshest bodies of
water. The Dead Sea earned its
name because nothing can live in
it. The sea’s salt content is higher
than any other body of water
(including the ocean) and its
water is so dense that swimmers
literally float on the surface.
The contrast between the lifegiving Sea of Galilee and the toxic
Dead Sea goes beyond the arenas
of geology. It also illustrates two
basic attitudes toward giving.
On one hand, the Sea of Galilee
receives fresh water from the
north, but it also releases water
in the south through the Jordan
River. On the other hand, the
Dead Sea only takes in. It never
“shares” the water it receives—
and so it’s essentially lifeless.

Generosity works the same way.
Selfish people who only receive
and never give end up living salty,
toxic lives. But generous people
give freely—and they spread life
and joy along the way. In fact, here
are five ways generous giving can
improve your life.

1

Generosity takes the focus
off you and puts it on others.
When you give, you realize that
the world’s axis doesn’t run
through the top of your head. You
start to see that it really is better
to give than to receive.

2

Generosity helps you see
needs around you. It refuses
to let you blow them off or act
like they don’t exist. The more
you give, the more you want
to give. You start looking for
opportunities to share instead of
looking the other way.

Generosity allows you to
join God where He is already
working to change the world.
Pastor and writer Henry Blackaby
says that God is always working
in the world, and He’s always
inviting us to join Him. Generosity
creates a desire to join Him—and
an excitement when we see Him
using us!

4

Generosity gives you the
chance to reflect the true
Owner of everything. God is a
giver. He always has been, and He
always will be. One of the great
ways we can show the world
what He looks like is through
generous giving.

5

Generosity frees you from
worrying about money.
When you figure out that your
stuff is really God’s stuff, it’s
easier to release it for His glory.
You don’t worry so much about
generosity because, like the Sea
of Galilee, you freely share—
because sharing produces life.
Are you reflecting a Sea of Galilee
attitude or a Dead Sea attitude?
You make your choice each day—
and generosity is the key. n
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CONGRATS!
You’ve reached the end of The Legacy Journey lessons,
but it’s really just the beginning of your personal legacy
journey. From this point on, you have the opportunity (and
responsibility) to put what you’ve learned into action.
Now that you know the importance of living and leaving a
legacy, you can make a difference in your family, the world
and God’s kingdom. You no longer need to feel trapped by
your Now. You can lift your head and start thinking about
how God wants to use you to influence your Then, your
Us and your Them. That’s an exciting prospect, and we’re
cheering for you each step of the way.
We’ve covered a lot of ground in these lessons. We know it
might take time to process everything and see how it fits into
your situation. That’s okay. This is a journey that will last the
rest of your life. The important thing is to start moving—and
to keep moving—forward.
So celebrate how far you’ve come—and build a legacy that
exceeds anything you could ever imagine.

